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The Safeguarding Partnership Vision
 

For every child and young person to be and feel safe, enjoy good physical,
emotional and mental health, have pride in their unique identities, feel that

they belong and have opportunities to thrive. 
 

For adults, irrespective of age, race, gender, culture, religion, disability or
sexual orientation to be able to live with their rights protected, in safety,

free from abuse and the fear of abuse. 

Focus on Practice: select briefings and resources to support your
safeguarding practice

In this newsletter:

Managing allegations against people
in positions of trust (Adult LADO)
Financial abuse and exploitation 

Focus on Adults
Private Fostering: awareness and
best practice
Serious Youth Violence

Focus on Children

Partnership News: Community Engagement Strategy, Neglect Strategy, Making
Safeguarding Personal Multi-Agency Audit Report.

The Safeguarding Partnership produces and sources practice
guidance, briefings and audit reports to support and enhance your
safeguarding practice with children and adults. 

Find out more about the Safeguarding Partnership in the first issue of our newsletter. 

https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Safeguarding-Partnership-Newsletter-Issue-1-Nov-2021-1.pdf


Safeguarding Children

Private Fostering - a safeguarding issue you must report

Private fostering is a private arrangement where a child, under 16 (or under 18 if they have a
disability), is looked after by a person who isn't their parent nor a close relative, on a full-time
basis for over 28 days. Private fostering does not necessarily involve any payment to the carers.
It can happen for a range of reasons, including:

Parents are unable to care for the children (homelessness, imprisonment or in hospital) 
Adolescents that have moved out of their family’s home (residing with friends or partners family) 
Children that have family overseas and are placed in the UK for religious, economic or educational
reasons. 

Risks:  Whilst private fostering can be a positive and supportive response by the community around a
child, we know that privately fostered children are more likely to experience many forms of
abuse and neglect. 

You must notify the Stronger Families Hub 01895 556006 if you know of, or even suspect, a private
fostering arrangement. Timely assessment and support for the child and the carers is a vital
safeguarding intervention to prevent or manage risk. Sometimes private fostering arrangements
are hidden from professionals, even with false documentation. Professional curiosity in discussions
with the carers and children is important if you have any doubts about whether a child's carers are
their parents or close relatives. 

See the resources on the next page to support your practice and knowledge.

Focus on Practice

Serious Youth Violence (SYV) is defined as violence
perpetrated against a child by another child or young
adult, usually outside the family. SYV can occur with or
without a weapon, by a lone person or within a group.
Incidents of serious youth violence are increasing across
England and Wales, with a number of recent incidents in
Hillingdon. 

Survivors of SYV can suffer significant harm, including
physical and psychological effects. 

Serious Youth Violence This briefing is packed with
information and resources to support
professionals to safeguard children at
risk of Serious Youth Violence.

https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/ https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/

http://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Serious-Youth-Violence-Briefing-.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274414/Children_Act_1989_private_fostering.pdf
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/stronger-families
http://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Serious-Youth-Violence-Briefing-.pdf
https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/


Richmond Council have prepared this handy flow
chart to help you identify private fostering
when you're not sure. Click on the image to
download the document. 

The charity Child Law Advice has prepared extensive
information about the law around private fostering and
what this means for families and professionals
working with children. Click the icon to access their
resources. 

Private Fostering - Resources to inform best practice 

Click on the images to access the Statutory
guidance issued by the Department for Education
and Skills about private fostering and your duties
and best practice. 

You can also read The Children (Private
Arrangements for Fostering) Regulations

2005 

https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/

This short film from Children and Families Across
Borders introduces the issue of private fostering to
multi-agency professionals and provides guidance on
what role they can take in identifying these children.
The film highlights 3 children's stories all of whom have
been privately fostered and share their experiences with
you.

https://childlawadvice.org.uk/information-pages/private-fostering/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274414/Children_Act_1989_private_fostering.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274482/national_minimum_standards_for_private_fostering.pdf
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/media/13177/private_fostering_flowchart.pdf
https://youtu.be/vWPrTJqwW2o
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/1533/contents/made#:~:text=The%20Children%20%28Private%20Arrangements%20for%20Fostering%29%20Regulations%202005,live%20with%20private%20foster%20carer%20More%20items...%20
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/1533/contents/made#:~:text=The%20Children%20%28Private%20Arrangements%20for%20Fostering%29%20Regulations%202005,live%20with%20private%20foster%20carer%20More%20items...%20
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/
https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/
https://www.cfab.org.uk/


Safeguarding Adults

Here is a briefing to highlight the key
points of the process including a link to
the referral form

Adult Local Authority Designated Officer - Managing Allegations
Against People in Positions of Trust with Adults 

The Safeguarding Partnership has agreed a clear, thorough and fair process to be
followed in cases where there are allegations raised against people in positions of trust,
which fall outside of the framework of section 42 of the Care Act 2014. This is because
some allegations do not indicate alleged abuse or neglect of specific adults with care
and support needs, but they still indicate that a person may not be suitable to work with
adults with care and support needs. 

It is called the Adult Local Authority Designated Officer Process. 
 

Focus on Practice

Financial Abuse and Exploitation
Financial abuse and exploitation is a safeguarding concern and we all
have a responsibility to safeguard adults at risk. To support knowledge
and confidence across the local professional network the partnership
has produced a briefing packed with best practice guidance, training
opportunities and resources for everyone to use. It can act as a
training tool for teams, students, and for deepening knowledge for
more experienced practitioners.  

This process applies to all employers, voluntary organisations and student bodies that
engage adults with care and support needs of all kinds.

https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Adult-LADO-Process-2022.pdf
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Briefing-Adult-Local-Authority-Designated-Officer-Process.pdf
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/FINANC2.pdf
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/professionals/useful-guidance/financial-and-material-abuse/


Partnership News

Hillingdon Safeguarding Partnership Neglect Strategy 2021 - 2024

Neglect is defined in Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) as the persistent
failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely to result in the
serious impairment of the child’s health or development. Protecting children and young
people affected by neglect is a longstanding priority of the Hillingdon Safeguarding Partnership. 

The 2021-2024 Neglect Strategy has been developed by Hillingdon
Safeguarding Partnership and should be considered alongside other key
strategies, policies and procedures. Governance and challenge will be
provided by Hillingdon Safeguarding Children Partnership Board. The
Partnership's Practice Development Forum will monitor progress against
the strategic objectives on a quarterly basis.

Communication and Engagement Strategy 2021-2024

Communicating and engaging with the community, which the Partnership
serves, is consistent with the principles and vision of the Partnership. It is
also a legal duty of the partnership.
The Partnership is committed to enhancing and quality assuring
safeguarding practice with adults and children. Engaging meaningfully
and continuously with the community is vital to achieving this because:
➢ The voices of children and adults at risk need to be heard and
incorporated into our work. This supports adult and child-centred practice
across the partnership.
➢ Promoting awareness of safeguarding issues amongst the wider community, both
individuals and organisations, supports everyone to recognise a safeguarding concern and be
confident what to do about it. 

Multi-Agency Audit: Making Safeguarding Personal Outcomes Framework
The Safeguarding Partnership undertook a qualitative audit of local adult
safeguarding practice. Interviews were conducted with adults at risk, or their
representatives. Some described really positive outcomes from safeguarding
support and significant changes to overall quality of life. However, there were
also negative experiences and criticisms of practitioners and clear
opportunities for improving safeguarding practice. This report is of value to
all agencies that support adults with care and support needs who may be at
risk of abuse, neglect or self neglect. 

http://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Neglect-Strategy-21-24-.pdf
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Communication-and-Engagement-Strategy-2021-2024.pdf
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Executive-Summary-MSP-Outcomes-Framework-Multi-Agency-Audit-2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2

